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Aunty Nettie Aquino, founder of Nā Kia’i O Maui, 
shares resources with families impacted by the 
2023 wildfires on the Hawaiian island of Maui. 
See p. 10 to learn more about how your gifts 
accompany wildfire survivors.

Kihei Lutheran Church
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Dear friend,
Trust is a cornerstone of Lutheran Disaster Response. Our 
relationships are built on trust — we have faith in our partners on the 
ground, and they have faith that we will accompany them throughout 
the recovery journey. Above all, we trust that God will guide our 
shared work as we link arms with those in the communities we serve.

In 2025, your trust in Lutheran Disaster Response helped us 
respond to disasters in 52 countries and 35 states and territories. 
As complex humanitarian crises unfold and disasters occur with 
seeming increasing frequency around the world, your steadfast 
support is crucial for our partners. After a community is hit by 
a disaster, after other organizations leave, Lutheran Disaster 
Response stays for the months and years it takes to recover.

Here are a few examples you’ll read about in this issue of “Thrive”: 
Lutheran Disaster Response is assisting in recovery efforts after 
a major earthquake in Myanmar, a country already suffering from 
internal conflict and recovering from other natural disasters. LDR 
is providing lifesaving medical care in Syria, which is recovering 
from both civil war and an earthquake. In the three years since the 
Maui wildfires, we’ve been accompanying communities through the 
twists and turns of recovery. Because of the trust between Lutheran 
Disaster Response and our local partners, we can adapt to these 
changing circumstances.

We’re also listening to what a community needs as it prepares for the 
next disaster. In Oklahoma, new storm shelters will offer protection 
during future storms, and in Namibia, farmers are learning new 
practices to ensure that their crops can survive droughts and floods. 
Additionally, you’ll read about how our church is accompanying 
migrants through its AMMPARO strategy (Accompanying Migrants 
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities).

We hope the resilient individuals you’ll meet in this issue of “Thrive” 
will inspire you as much as they inspire us. As we walk alongside 
them and the many others we serve, we are grateful for your 
continuing trust and support. Thank you!

In Christ’s service,

MARYN OLSON				    THE REV. JOHN EGGEN 
Director					     Senior Director		
Lutheran Disaster Response			   Annual Giving

HOW TO GIVE
Online
ELCA.org/GiveLDR

Phone
800-638-3522

Mail
Make checks  
payable to “Lutheran Disaster 
Response”
and mail to:
ELCA
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

CONTACT US 
Email  
disaster@elca.org  

Scan to support 
Lutheran Disaster 
Response!

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.” — Psalm 56:3
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UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA

2. 		MEXICO AMMPARO

3. 		GUATEMALA AMMPARO

4. 		HONDURAS AMMPARO

5. 		EL SALVADOR AMMPARO

6. 		COSTA RICA AMMPARO

7. 		COLOMBIA AMMPARO

8. 		PERU AMMPARO

9. 		CHILE AMMPARO

10.		 VENEZUELA Conflict, flood

11. 		 HAITI Conflict, hurricane

12.		 BOLIVIA Fire
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Lutheran Disaster Response supported 

work in 52 countries around 

the world and 35 U.S. states 
and territories in the United 

States and the Caribbean, responding 

to hurricanes, tornadoes, conflict, 

migration crises and more.

ALABAMA 	  
Disaster preparedness, tornadoes

ALASKA  
Typhoon

ARIZONA
Extreme heat, clean water

ARKANSAS
Tornadoes

BAHAMAS 
Disaster preparedness 

CALIFORNIA  
AMMPARO, conflict, disaster 
preparedness, policy impact 
emergency response, wildfires

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Advocacy, AMMPARO,  
global funding cuts

FLORIDA  
Disaster preparedness, hurricanes

GEORGIA  
Disaster preparedness, hurricanes, 
gun violence, tornadoes

HAWAI’I  
Emotional and spiritual  
care, wildfires

ILLINOIS  
AMMPARO, flooding

INDIANA  
Disaster preparedness, tornadoes

IOWA  
AMMPARO

KENTUCKY  
Disaster preparedness,  
flooding, tornadoes

LOUISIANA  
Disaster preparedness, hurricanes

MARYLAND  
Advocacy, community resilience, 
education, flooding, global 
funding cuts, tidal flooding

MICHIGAN  
AMMPARO, conflict  

MINNESOTA  
AMMPARO, policy impact 
emergency response, severe 
storms

MISSISSIPPI  
Disaster preparedness, clean 
water, tornadoes

NEW JERSEY  
AMMPARO 

NEW YORK  
Advocacy, AMMPARO, conflict, 
global funding cuts, lead 
contamination

NORTH CAROLINA 
AMMPARO, disaster preparedness, 
flooding, policy impact emergency 
response, hurricanes

NORTH DAKOTA 
Disaster preparedness, food 
security, severe storms

OKLAHOMA  
AMMPARO, emotional and 
spiritual care, flooding, tornadoes

OREGON 
Climate resiliency, disaster 
preparedness, flooding, wildfires

PENNSYLVANIA 
Flooding, hurricane,  
capacity building

PUERTO RICO 
Disaster preparedness, 
hurricanes

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Disaster preparedness, 
hurricanes

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Extreme cold and houselessness,  
flooding, severe storms

TENNESSEE 
Disaster preparedness, flooding, 
hurricanes, severe storms, 
tornadoes

TEXAS 
AMMPARO, disaster 
preparedness, flooding

VIRGINIA 
Hurricanes

WASHINGTON 
Policy impact emergency 
response

WEST VIRGINIA  
Severe storms

WISCONSIN  
Flooding

United States of America

Your Gifts
MAPPING OUR IMPACT

at Work:



13
17

18 19

16

41

49

39

40

20

26

24
27

28

31

32
33

29

30

3536

37

34

21

25

22

23

42

43

48

45

44

52

46
47

50

20. 	CHAD Conflict, support 
for refugees, disaster risk 
reduction

21. 	 NIGERIA Conflict
22. 	GUINEA Stampede
23. 	SIERRA LEONE Health
24. 	LIBERIA Conflict, health
25. 	CAMEROON  

Disaster risk reduction
26. 	CENTRAL AFRICAN  

REPUBLIC Conflict, 
disaster risk reduction

27. 	DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO Health

28. 	SOUTH SUDAN  
Conflict, support  
for refugees, flood, health 

29. 	ETHIOPIA Drought, flood, 
mudslide, windstorm 

30. 	SOMALIA Drought

37. 	SYRIA Conflict, health 

38. 	LEBANON Conflict, 
support for refugees

39. 	JERUSALEM Conflict

40. 	PALESTINIAN  
TERRITORIES Conflict, 
support for refugees

41. 	 EGYPT AMMPARO, 
conflict, support for 
refugees

42. 	AFGHANISTAN Earthquake

43. 	PAKISTAN Flood

44. 	INDIA Conflict, disaster risk 
reduction, flood

45. 	NEPAL Flood, disaster  
risk reduction

46. 	BANGLADESH Conflict, flood

47. 	MYANMAR Conflict, 
earthquake

48. 	SRI LANKA Cyclone

49. 	THAILAND AMMPARO

50. 	CAMBODIA Conflict

51. 	 MALAYSIA Fire, AMMPARO

52. 	INDONESIA Flood

51

Europe

Africa

Asia and the Pacific

Middle East  
and North Africa

13. POLAND Conflict, support for refugees

14. HUNGARY Conflict,  support for refugees

15. SERBIA AMMPARO 

16. BELARUS Conflict,  support for refugees

17. UKRAINE Conflict,  support for refugees

18. ROMANIA Conflict,  support for refugees

19. MOLDOVA Conflict 

31. 	 UGANDA Conflict
32. 	TANZANIA Global funding cuts 
33. 	BURUNDI Conflict, support for refugees
34. 	MALAWI Drought
35. 	ZIMBABWE Drought
36. 	NAMIBIA Drought

14

15

38
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Thanks to your support for 
Lutheran Disaster Response, 

disaster response coordinators 
were hired through LDR 

Carolinas, the joint disaster 
ministry of the North 

Carolina and South Carolina 
synods. These coordinators 

manage multiple home-repair 
projects by connecting with 
local partners, disaster case 

managers and volunteers.

In Malawi, Lutheran Disaster Response provides 
maize flour, beans and cooking oil to farmers who 

have lost their harvests to a prolonged drought.
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Your generosity to Lutheran Disaster Response supports community-led 
efforts before, during and after disasters. This sustains the impact of your 
gifts long after a disaster occurs as we accompany survivors throughout 
the recovery process. See how your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response in 
recent years are still at work here in the United States and in communities 
around the world:

ONGOING RESPONSES

Your Gifts
ONGOING RESPONSES

RUSSIA-UKRAINE 
WAR
Lutheran Disaster 
Response continues to 
accompany partners 
throughout Central 
and Eastern Europe, its 
support made possible 
by your generous gifts. 
This accompaniment 
of displaced Ukrainians 
includes housing, home 
repairs, underground 
schools, legal assistance, 
and spiritual and 
emotional care.

In Romania, an LDR partner organization provides education, 
legal assistance and mental health care to Ukrainian refugees. 

2022

SUDAN CIVIL WAR  
As civil war broke out in April, refugees fled to nearby 
countries such as Chad, Egypt and South Sudan. 
Your support enables Lutheran Disaster Response 
to accompany partners in these countries, providing 
Sudanese refugees with food, shelter, safety and 
access to water.

2023

AIDROM

in Action:
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SOUTHEASTERN  
SPRING TORNADOES
Lutheran Disaster 
Response’s continuing 
presence in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, North 
Carolina and Mississippi 
has taken the form of 
community outreach, 
construction management 
and the rebuilding and 
repairing of homes. 
Because of your generosity, 
this support has been 
extended to address 
damage caused by more 
recent storms in the region.

2023

LDR support provided the 
construction materials for the 

rebuilding of homes destroyed by 
tornadoes in the southeastern U.S. 

such as this home in Arkansas.

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying 
partners in the region that provide medical care, 
ensure continued access to education, support 
people with intellectual disabilities and offer 
healing from the trauma of war in Gaza and the 
West Bank. In Lebanon, Lutheran Disaster Response 
supports partners that provide shelter, food and 
household items and that keep children in school. 

2023

MAUI WILDFIRES 
Communities on Maui 
continue to recover 
after wildfires broke 
out in August. Thanks 
to your gifts, Lutheran 
Disaster Response has 
been able to support 
community-led efforts 
to help survivors of the 
wildfires. This includes 
housing, food support, 
household supplies, 
and emotional and 
spiritual care. 

2023

HURRICANES HELENE AND MILTON
Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton brought 
devastating winds and catastrophic flooding 
to the same areas of the southeastern United 
States just weeks apart. Lutheran Disaster 
Response supports volunteer coordinators, bridge 
reconstruction, disaster case management, 
emotional and spiritual care, and more. 

2023

During Hurricane Helene, many private-access bridges 
were swept away. Your gifts help rebuild the bridges, 
giving families safer access to main roads.
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ONGOING RESPONSES

The Southwest 
California Synod 
disaster coordinator, 
supported by LDR, 
hosted a Día de los 
Muertos celebration, 
bringing the 
community together 
to recognize shared 
loss and build 
relationship.

LOS ANGELES WILDFIRES
Devastating wildfires broke out in Los Angeles County in January, burning 
tens of thousands of homes and displacing thousands of households. 
Because of your generosity, Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting 
a synod disaster response coordinator, community gatherings for fire 
survivors, disaster case management, meals for older adults and a local 
food pantry’s response.

2025

MIDWEST SEVERE STORMS 
Throughout the spring, multiple 
storm systems swept through 
the Midwest, impacting Indiana, 
Kentucky and Ohio. In affected 
communities, Lutheran Disaster 
Response has assisted with 
repairing damaged houses.

HURRICANE DEBBY
Hurricane Debby struck North 
Carolina and Georgia in August, 
causing significant damage to homes 
and infrastructure. Thanks to your 
generosity, Lutheran Disaster Response 
has supported the hiring of disaster 
case managers to walk alongside 
impacted households and construction 
managers to oversee home repairs. 2024

2024
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MYANMAR EARTHQUAKE
In March, a 7.7 magnitude earthquake hit Myanmar, followed by 
aftershocks with magnitudes as high as 6.4. The quake damaged 
homes, schools, businesses, infrastructure and places of worship. 
Thanks to your donations, Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting 
recovery through shelter, food relief, home reconstruction and providing 
access to clean water. 

2025

TEXAS FLOODING 
In July, a storm caused 
deadly flooding in 
central Texas. At 
the request of the ELCA 
Southwestern Texas Synod, 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
is supporting capacity-
building and preparedness 
to ensure that the synod 
can respond to current and 
future disasters.

2025HURRICANE MELISSA
Hurricane Melissa tore through 
the Caribbean in October, hitting 
Cuba as a Category 3 storm. 
The country was still rebuilding 
after previous hurricanes and an 
earthquake, its recovery efforts 
hindered by the effects of Hurricane 
Melissa. Lutheran Disaster Response 
assisted survivors by distributing food 
and medicine, repairing homes and 
offering emotional and spiritual care.

2025

Lutheran World 
Federation / Network 
Activities Group Myanmar
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Fearless Faith 			           

after the Fires

3 YEARS LATER: MAUI WILDFIRES

From atop the Haleakalā volcano in Maui, Nettie Aquino, known 
affectionately as “Aunty Nettie,” watched wildfires consuming the 
western side of the island in 2023. At the time, she worked as a tour 
bus driver, but as she witnessed the fires, Aunty Nettie found a new 
calling. 

“I knew this was going to be a game changer, that this was going to be 
a new purpose,” she recalled. Aunty Nettie dropped her tour group off 
on the south side of the island, away from the fires, then turned right 
around and headed to a shelter further north.

Aunty Nettie had no plan when she reached the shelter — she just 
knew that she had to help. When she arrived, there were only 10 
people there. The 11 of them set up 2,800 cots as people from Lahaina 
and the surrounding areas streamed in. For 21 days, this was the 
largest shelter on Maui. 

“I went into the space not knowing what to do. I wasn’t trained for it. 
I just knew, as a survivor, what I needed,” said Aunty Nettie. “I went 
based on my fearless faith that I wasn’t going to stay home.” She 
saw what the people needed and ensured that they got it. Through 
her leadership, she earned the title “Aunty.” She didn’t want to be 
called “boss” or “chief” — just “aunty.” 

After the emergency shelter closed and people temporarily moved 
into hotels, Aunty Nettie’s work didn’t slow down. She helped the 
people in the hotels get their IDs, their licenses and even DNA tests 
to connect them with lost relatives. She knew the community, and its 
people knew and trusted her. 

In September 2023, Aunty Nettie founded a nonprofit called Nā Kia’i 
O Maui, meaning Guardians of Maui. She and her volunteers built 
the Lahaina Resource and Recovery Center, where survivors can get 
everything they need for rebuilding, from furniture to food to clothing. 
The center now has 15 shipping containers, each 40 feet long, that are 
filled with resources for the community. 
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after the Fires
Aunty Nettie describes herself as a “relationship 
person,” always putting the people she serves first. 
The resource center “is a place with no judgment. 
It is a safe place for survivors to come through the 
way they are. We greet them with respect. We greet 
them with love and aloha.”

The Lahaina Resource and Recovery Center, 
funded in part by your gifts to Lutheran Disaster 
Response, has served 6,000 families since the 
fires. Aunty Nettie collects donations from the 
wider community to give to recipients for free. 
One time, she secured 3,500 king-size beds from a 
hotel. Within three months, all the beds had been 
claimed. 

Aunty Nettie is quick to point out that the 
community leaders are survivors too and carry 
the weight of the people they help. “Since the 
beginning of my journey, I’ve been trying to find 
space for me to heal,” she reflected. 

“I knew this was going to be a 
game changer, that this was 
going to be a new purpose.”

—Aunty Nettie 

A group recently approached her and asked if 
it could build a healing space, called an umeke 
lā’au, at the center. When she asked the group 
whom the healing space was for, the leader said, 
“It’s for you, Aunty Nettie, and healers like you 
that serve our community.” She thought about it, 
prayed on it and said yes. The installation of the 
umeke lā’au began.

The people of Maui are still recovering from the 
wildfires. Because of your unwavering support, 
Lutheran Disaster Response can continue to 
accompany local organizations such as Nā Kia’i O 
Maui and leaders such as Aunty Nettie.

“The ministry I do is an active one,” she said. “It 
is speaking life and prayers over [survivors]. It is 
about showing them God’s love.”

Aunty Nettie Aquino leads Nā Kia’i O Maui, an 
organization on Maui that accompanies wildfire survivors 
and is supported by your gifts.

Volunteers help Aunty Nettie (left) distribute furniture, 
clothing and other household supplies to wildfire survivors.

Zaya Gilmer/ELCANettie Aquino

Zaya Gilmer/ELCA
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Oaks Indian Mission in 
Oklahoma hosts a residential 
program for boys, and its 
members are no strangers 
to severe weather. The next 

storm is simply a matter of “when,” not “if,” 
which is a source of anxiety for some.

Damian Hawley, an 18-year-old living at the 
mission, was one of those who grew anxious 
during storms. Growing up, he moved around 
a lot and sometimes lived in homes that 
lacked a safe place to shelter during severe 
weather. Strong winds and tornado warnings 
frightened him.

When Oaks Indian Mission received a grant 
from Lutheran Disaster Response to build 
storm shelters on its property, Damian 
knew that these would be invaluable and 
immediately wanted to participate in the 
project. A strong leader who wants to protect 
others, he posted signs directing people to 
the nine new shelters, took part in emergency 
drills and helped younger boys learn the new 
safety procedures.

Now the mission has enough shelters to 
protect all the residents and staff in case of an 

emergency. Though the project was designed 
to enhance residents’ physical safety, staff 
saw that it also strengthened their sense of 
emotional security. “Before we had the shelters, 
I was always scared when storms came because 
I didn’t know where we would go,” said Damian. 
Since the nine shelters were built, he has been 
noticeably less anxious when severe weather 
approaches. 

Preparedness and resilience building are 
key aspects of Lutheran Disaster Response’s 
work that you support through your gifts. 
When a community is prepared for disaster, 
it can keep individuals safer and give them 
greater peace of mind.

IMPACT STORIES

Sheltering from

“I know there’s a safe place 
that will protect us, and that 
helps me stay calm and focus 
on my future.”

—Damian Hawley

			           
the Storms
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“The project helped 
me remember my 
strength. I can 
still produce food 
and support my 
family, even after 
a disaster.”

—Maria Nangalo

Regrowing Confidence 			           

in Namibia
Maria Nangalo’s life revolves around crops — she is a 

small-scale farmer and part of a community garden in 
Sauyemwa, Namibia. Sudden changes in weather can 
make or break her harvest for the year. So when her 
area was inundated by flooding after a severe drought, 

her livelihood was in danger.

Because of the unusually heavy rainfall, Maria and her neighbors couldn’t 
plant in their garden for six months. “Many of us were discouraged and 
worried about how we would feed our families,” she said.

In response to this crisis, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia, 
supported by your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, developed a 
program on disaster resilience. When it arrived in her community, Maria 
became deeply invested. The project team helped local farmers understand 
how changes in the weather — especially droughts and flooding — impact 
their crops and how those effects could be mitigated.

Program leaders listened to Maria’s concerns and her description of 
the barriers she faced because of the flooding. “We received counseling, 
practical guidance on how to prepare the soil again, and training on how 
to protect our crops better in the future,” she said.

The training helped Maria regain her confidence in her farming skills, 
which she had lost after her crops were destroyed by floods. Without 
the program, Maria and her neighbors might have lost their harvests 
over and over. “The project helped me remember my strength,” reflected 
Maria. “I can still produce food and support my family, even after a 
disaster.”

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response share hope with those impacted 
by disasters around the world, who learn to recognize and trust in their 
own resilience. 

The Sauyemwa community garden is thriving again. Though the area 
could be impacted by future flooding or droughts, Maria said she and her 
neighbors are more confident that they will respond quickly and avoid 
the worst effects on their crops. “I feel proud that we did not give up and 
that our hands are working again to feed our families.”

			           
the Storms
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From Uncertainty 			           

to SafetyWhen War War Kyaw’s 
home in Myanmar 
started shaking in March 
2025, she knew her life 
was about to change. 

A 7.7 magnitude earthquake was jolting her 
community, to be followed by a 6.4 magnitude 
aftershock. When the ground steadied, War War 
Kyaw looked around to inspect the aftermath. 
Her house was damaged, the water tap was 
broken and the lights were out. Bridges and 
roads throughout the village were destroyed.

War War Kyaw drew up a list of everything her 
family now needed: food, shelter, clean water, 
electricity. The list was daunting, and her family 
had limited resources to satisfy their needs. 
Because the infrastructure around them was 
so badly damaged, they had trouble navigating 

IMPACT STORIES

the town, and no one in her family could find 
or hold on to work. Their income disappeared.

Even when the aftershocks were over, War 
War Kyaw said, she still felt as if the ground 
were shaking, which made it nearly impossible 
for her to get a night’s sleep. “Even when 
there’s no earthquake, I still feel like one is 
happening.” During this time, War War Kyaw 
felt as if she were living under a dark shadow.

War War Kyaw and her family lived with this 
instability for several weeks before a team from 
one of Lutheran Disaster Response’s partner 
organizations arrived in their community. 

Lutheran World 
Federation 

/ Network 
Activities Group 

Myanmar



“Even when there’s no earthquake, 
I still feel like one is happening.” 

—War War Kyaw 

Because of your generosity, War War Kyaw 
received bamboo, tarps and wood to build a 
temporary shelter. Food and water distributions 
allowed her to cook healthy meals for her family.

The project made a huge difference in 
the community as well. Solar-powered 
streetlights were installed, which made it 
safer to be out at night, and new public 
toilets reduced the risk of disease.

“Looking back, I see the difference clearly: 
from fear and uncertainty to safety,” said 
War War Kyaw. Your gifts to Lutheran 
Disaster Response change lives, giving 
people who have been impacted by disasters 
the resources they need to rebuild.
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When a major earthquake 
struck in 2025, Myanmar was 
still recovering from Typhoon 
Yagi a year earlier, which had 
brought the worst flooding 
in the region in 60 years. The 
country was also convulsed by 
civil war, which displaced more 
than 3.5 million people across 
the country. The military junta 
blocked some humanitarian 
aid, enforced checkpoints 
and conscripted aid workers, 
making recovery difficult. 

In many areas around the 
world, including Myanmar, 
disasters compound each 
other to create overlapping 
humanitarian crises. Lutheran 
Disaster Response works 
with local partners to focus 
on each community’s needs 
whether these are caused by 
conflict, earthquakes, flooding 
or a combination of all three. 
Ongoing support from donors 
such as you helps Lutheran 
Disaster Response form deep 
relationships with communities 
and local partners, which 
enables them to address new 
challenges as they arise.

MYANMAR

Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response 
support women such as War War Kyaw, 
who lost her home during an earthquake in 
Myanmar.
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Healing 			           

into Hope
Halima lives in Syria, where a 

devastating earthquake and years 
of conflict and political upheaval 
have impacted many aspects of 
her everyday life, including reliable 

access to healthcare. Aleppo, where Halima 
lives, has only seven fully functional hospitals.

Despite these challenges, Halima wanted a child. 
Her first two pregnancies had failed because 
she needed consistent treatment to address a 
blood-type incompatibility. Halima couldn’t afford 
basic medical care, let alone the specialized care 
she needed for the repeated complications.

Halima was eight months into her third 
pregnancy when she faced difficulties again. She 
would need a C-section and individualized care. 
Having lacked this kind of support in the past, 
she and her husband felt helpless. “We knew what 
was needed, but we had no way to afford it.” 

Hearing about her situation, one of Halima’s 
neighbors told her about a local health 
center, supported by your gifts to Lutheran 
Disaster Response, that cares for women in 
vulnerable positions. To Halima’s great relief, 
its resources were offered at no cost.

IMPACT STORIES

Thanks to your support,  
Halima, a woman in Syria,  
safely delivered her baby.
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“I never imagined I could receive this 
level of care without any cost.”

—Halima
When Halima arrived at the clinic, she was 
attended to immediately. When it was time, 
she safely delivered her baby and received 
essential postnatal care, including medication 
that would protect her reproductive health 
and prevent further complications. 

The health center “gave us hope when 
we had none,” said Halima. “I never 
imagined I could receive this level of 
care without any cost.” Halima and her 
baby were discharged in good health. 
Thanks to your generosity, the care 
they received was above and beyond 
what she could normally afford. 

In Syria, Lutheran Disaster Response has 
taken a holistic approach to a protracted 
humanitarian crisis. Over the years, your 
support has accompanied refugees fleeing 
from conflict and survivors of a major 
earthquake, and now it’s providing healthcare 
for vulnerable communities. Thank you!

ELCA.org/disaster  |  17
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Accompanying Migrants 			           

with Dignity
Over 10 years ago, the ELCA 

Southeast Michigan Synod 
assembled an immigration 
task force. The group aspires 
to advocate on behalf of 

immigrants, to educate congregations around 
the synod about issues related to immigration, 
and to support migrants, refugees and 
asylum-seekers in their communities.

Jessica Beamer, the chair of the task force, 
has crossed paths with many people 
seeking refuge in the United States. “These 
are incredibly strong people that had no 
desire to leave their other country other 
than they had no other choice,” she said.

Among them was an asylum-seeking Muslim 
family from Venezuela. Over two years, 
members of the synod task force helped them 

get situated in Michigan with housing and 
other essential needs. Recently the family was 
forced to leave the United States and seek 
asylum elsewhere. Even as the family prepared 
to depart, the group ensured that the next 
leg of their journey would go as smoothly as 
possible — buying them plane tickets, helping 
them renew their passports and translating 
travel documents from English into Spanish.

In a letter of gratitude for the task force, 
the mother wrote, “From the moment we 
arrived in this country, you were more than 
support, you were an embrace, a refuge, 
and a light that made us feel at home 
even while being far from our own.”

Members of the 
Southeast Michigan 
Synod immigration 
task force take part 
in a border immersion 
experience along the 
U.S.-Mexican border.
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Accompanying Migrants 

The success of this task force is being 
replicated around the country. Through 
AMMPARO, the Southeast Michigan Synod 
and another group from California connected 
with a group in Texas that wanted to grow 
immigration support networks in the region. 
Jessica provided the Texas group with advice 
from her task force’s years of experience.

The changing landscape of immigration 
enforcement in the United States led the task 
force to collaborate with its local partners in 
new ways, creating a network of clergy and 
laypeople to support one another as they 
accompany migrants in their communities.

Supported by your gifts, AMMPARO connects 
synods, congregations and communities 
throughout the country in the shared 
goal of walking alongside our migrant 
neighbors through every step of their 
journey, no matter what direction it takes.

This year marks the 10th 
anniversary of the ELCA’s 
AMMPARO strategy 
(Accompanying Migrants 
with Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation and Opportunities). 
It was adopted at the 2016 
Churchwide Assembly to put 
the ELCA in a strong position 
for effective accompaniment 
of migrants in communities 
across the U.S. and around the 
world. Over the past 10 years, 
a strong network of 280 ELCA 
congregations and 60 synods 
has been formed to accompany 
forcibly displaced people. 

Through AMMPARO, migrants 
arriving in the United States 
are accompanied as they 
seek safety and legal status. 
If they are deported or choose 
to return to their country of 
origin, they are served by global 
AMMPARO partners. International 
accompaniment started with 
three ministries in two Central 
American countries; a decade 
later, the ELCA works with 25 
ministries in 19 countries around 
the world.

Learn more at  
ELCA.org/AMMPARO.
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These are incredibly strong 
people that had no desire to 
leave their other country other 
than they had no other choice,”

—Jessica Beamer 

A Decade of

The Southeast Michigan Synod immigration task 
force hosts a fundraising dinner for asylum-seekers.
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Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response are 
supporting maternal and child healthcare in Syria.




