ELCA Truth-Seeking & Truth-Telling
Initiative on Indian Boarding Schools

The U.S. government forced Indian families to send
their children to boarding schools to eradicate tribal
culture and break family ties, causing irreparable
harm to both families and children. Churches
played a primary role in operating many of these
schools. An ELCA predecessor denomination
founded and ran Bethany Indian Mission in
Wisconsin. Survivors of boarding schools continue
to carry the burden of this injustice, which has led to
generational trauma.

We seek information about Bethany and other
Lutheran involvement in boarding schools to share
with impacted tribes. We raise awareness within the
ELCA community. The ELCA passed a memorial to
commemorate September 30, the
National Day of Remembrance for
Indian Boarding Schools.

The goal of this initiative is healing.
You are invited to join us. SCAN ME

Ways to commemorate the National
Day of Remembrance

for Indian Boarding Schools on
September 30th

e Encourage parishioners to wear orange on the
National Day of Remembrance.

e Include a prayer for healing during worship on
the Sunday before or after September 30.

e Facilitate a forum on Lutherans and Indian
boarding schools (PowerPoint provided).

e Hold abook or movie discussion about Indian
boarding schools for deeper learning.

e To getinvolved sooner, lobby your Congressional
members to pass H.R. 7325/S. 761 or join the
Initiative.

For information and resources,
use this QR Code.

SCAN ME




