








Is your congregation planning an 
event to pack meals for people who are 
hungry? “Daily Bread: A Discussion 
Guide for Meal-Packing Events” is a new 
resource from ELCA World Hunger. 

With fun activities, prayers and stories 
based on real-life situations, this guide 
will help your group have deep, meaning-
ful conversations about hunger, service 

and what it means to be church for the 
sake of the world. 

“Daily Bread” will help guide your 
group along the way, from preparing to 
pack to celebrating and re�ecting on the 
work you’ve done. Download it for free 
at www.ELCA.org/hunger/resources. 
(Click on the “Hunger Ed” tab.)

Next year, the Always Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA will emphasize 
ELCA World Hunger.

Beginning Sunday, Feb. 7, congrega-
tions across the ELCA are encouraged 
to join ELCA World Hunger in a Lenten 
journey to support and engage in this life-
changing work.

New resources for Lent, including an 
exclusive 40-day devotional, and special 
Super Bowl, Valentine’s Day, Leap Day 
and other initiatives, will be mailed to 
congregations later this fall. Resources 
will also be made available online at www.
ELCA.org/Resources/Campaign-for-
the-ELCA.

Once a year, administrators and 
pastors from the more than 1,500 
ELCA congregation-based schools 
and early childhood centers gather to 
network and learn to achieve the high-
est quality programming possible. �is 
opportunity to come together to net-
work and learn is the best of its kind. 
For the fifth straight year, the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Education Association 
will cohost its Administrator & Pastor 
Conference with the Association of 
Lutheran Development Executives. 
But you don’t have to be a member of 
either group to attend.

Find the resources you need to 
realize your mission with the associa-
tions’ renowned o�erings of fellowship, 
worship, fun and professional develop-
ment. Whether you are starting your 
fundraising climb or need a boost to 
reach the next level, there are sessions 
for you: from a keynote with author, 
editor, teacher and consultant John Ro-
berto and plenary session with ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton 
to workshops on outdoor classrooms, 
fundraising, church/school relation-
ships, technology, professional devel-
opment and sta�ng.

�e 2016 conference will be at the 
historic Palmer House Hotel in Chi-
cago. �is elegant hotel in the heart of 
the city’s theater and �nancial district 
is just steps from the Art Institute, Mil-
lennium Park, State Street shopping 
and Lake Michigan.  

Learn more about the conference 
and register at www.aldeignite.com.
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A guide for packing meals to
fight hunger

ELCA World Hunger featured as campaign’s 
2016 theme

IGNITE 
Administrator 
& Pastor 
Conference in 
Chicago— 
Feb. 21-24

Thank members, inspire giving with 
‘Stories of Faith in Action’ 

Stories of Faith in Action is a free, an-
nual publication that highlights how God 
is changing lives through mission support, 
the percentage of your congregational of-
fering that is shared with your synod and 
your churchwide organization.

Each year ELCA congregations vote 
to set aside a percentage of their finances 
for mission support, but members may 

wonder, especially when finances are chal-
lenging, how is our mission support offer-
ing used by our synod and churchwide 
organization?

This resource answers this question 
through stories and pictures that illus-
trate our shared ministry as the ELCA, 
and it is now available at www.ELCA.org/
Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action. 
(Congregations pay shipping.)

Here are a few ways you can use Stories of 
Faith in Action to thank and inspire your 
congregation: 
•	 Use it as part of your annual steward-

ship emphasis. Distribute Stories of 
Faith in Action in stewardship packets 
and/or keep them near your congrega-
tion’s bulletin board. Let your members 
know that their giving in 2014 helped 
make these stories possible. Download 
bulletin inserts for printing and find a 
printer-friendly, color poster to hang 
on a bulletin board at www.ELCA.org/
Resources/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action.

•	 Share it with new and homebound 
members. Share the colorful, inviting 
features of Stories of Faith in Action at 

new-member orientations and with 
those who have limited mobility to help 
them feel more connected to the work 
of the wider church.

•	 Looking for creative ways to spark 
new ministries in your congregation? 
Prior to an event, assign selected read-
ing in Stories of Faith in Action. During 
breakout sessions, use the stories as a 
springboard for brainstorming.

Visit www.ELCA.org/Resources/Stories-
of-Faith-in-Action now to:
•	 Order free copies of Stories of Faith in 

Action to be delivered to your congre-
gation.

•	 Download bulletin inserts containing 
selected stories from this publication.

•	 Download a mission support FAQ 
sheet for council, finance or congre-
gational meetings.

•	 Download a mission support poster 
template for printing at your congrega-
tion or at your local copy center.
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New resources for your students

The International Violence Against 
Women Act

Our Lutheran roots and story in America
‘Th e Student Bible Atlas’ by
Tim Dowley (October 2015)

Discover the Bible like you’ve never 
seen it before. For more than 25 years, 
Th e Student Bible Atlas has been a trusted 
companion for Bible students of all ages 
and interests, and now it’s updated in 
a new edition. The Student Bible Atlas 
contains 30 maps covering both Old and 
New Testaments, outlines of journeys, 
a helpful index of place names, and a 
guide to the major archaeology sites of 
the Middle East. For church groups and 
families alike.

‘When Lightning Struck!: Th e Story 
of Martin Luther’ by Danika Cooley 
(November 2015)

Explore the action-packed story of 
Martin Luther’s life with your students 
with Danika Cooley’s new book When 
Lightning Struck!: The Story of Martin 
Luther. 

In this fast-paced novel of Luther’s 
life, teen readers (and more than a few 
adults) will be introduced to a fascinat-
ing time when princes ruled Europe and 
knights roamed the countryside. Th ey’ll 
learn about a time when powerful forces 
lined up against each other, and believ-
ing the wrong thing could get you killed. 

When Lightning Struck! is far more 
than just an adventure story, of course. 
It also tells a theological story. Drawing 
carefully from Luther’s words, this book 
introduces readers to a kindred spirit 
who struggled with what knowing God 
through Scripture means for daily life. 

‘Atlas of the European Reformations’ 
by Tim Dowley (October 2015)

Students and readers can also delve 
deeper into the context of the Refor-
mation with study of key locations and 
events through the new Atlas of the Eu-
ropean Reformations, the only Reforma-
tion atlas available today. A resource for 
students ranging from the middle grades 
through adult continuing education.

Learn more and place orders at
www.fortresspress.com.

October is 
Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness 
Month, and there 
is an easy way to 
take action: Ask 
your congressional 
representative to 
support the reau-
thorization of the 
International Violence Against Women 
Act, which was reintroduced in the House 
and Senate in March.

The act enhances efforts to prevent 
and respond to gender-based violence by 
increasing legal protections, victims’ ac-
cess to health care and opportunities for 
women around the world. Th e ELCA, con-
cerned with the life and dignity of God’s 
good creation, recognizes that violence 
against women is a prevalent and critical 

problem in modern 
society. Nearly 1 in 3 
women are expected 
to experience gender-
based violence in their 
lifetime. 

Your voice, as a 
person of faith and a 
leader in your com-
munity, can have a 

positive effect. Learn more about this 
legislation from ELCA Advocacy (www.
ELCA.org/advocacy) and urge your rep-
resentatives to support the act through the 
ELCA Advocacy Action Center (www.
capwiz.com/elca/issues). 

Learn more about gender-based vio-
lence and discover October Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month worship resources 
at www.ELCA.org/justiceforwomen.

As we near the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation and wonder what our 
mission as Lutherans is in our current 
culture, it is helpful to see how God has 
shaped the Lutheran church over time. Se-
lect Learning has two dynamic resources 
to help congregations understand where 
we have come from, in order to support 
our life of faith and service in the world to-
day. Both resources feature Martin Marty, 
who developed the scope and sequence 
for this series.

“Reformation Roots”
Do you ever wonder why we have so 

many Christian denominations and if 
there is really much diff erence between 
them? Th e answers to these questions lie 
in the dramatic and turbulent times of 
the Reformation. Th is high defi nition se-
ries brings to life the stories and struggles 
that still impact us today. Each of the 12 
sessions is 20-30 minutes long and is ac-
companied by a study guide designed for 
50-60 minutes of class time. Available in 
electronic form at www.selectlearning.
org/store/all/reformation-roots.

“We Must Plant the Church: Th e Story 
of Lutherans in America” 

When Lutherans came to America, 
they brought with them Martin Luther’s 
belief that people of faith engage the big 
questions of the day.

Th is story is characterized by the ten-
sion between honoring the European 
roots of the church and adapting to the 
new realities of American life. The Lu-
theran church, from its earliest days, faced 
religious pluralism, intolerance, racism, 
war, lack of state support and diversity of 
languages and traditions. It wasn’t easy 
then, and it isn’t easy now. Understanding 
American Lutheran history can change the 
way we see ourselves and our future. Th is 
six-session resource has a study guide for 
a 50-60 minute adult forum. Available in 
electronic form at www.selectlearning.
org/store/all/we-must-plant-church-
story-lutherans-america.

These and other resources can be 
found at www.selectlearning.org.

a new lenten devotional 
FOR YOUR CONGREGATION

Bearing Fruit: Devotions for Lent 2016 is a full-color devotional that takes 
you through Lent with daily readings from Colossians. Each reading is 
accompanied by a photo, quote, reflection, and prayer. 

Available in a pocket-sized edition, as well as large print and eBook. 
Quantity discount available. 

Visit augsburgfortress.org/bearingfruit or call Sales & Service 
at 800-328-4648 to order today.
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Looking to engage your congrega-
tion in deeper discussions centered on 
understanding Scripture, discovering 
Jesus, understanding the foundations of 
the Christian tradition, exerting moral 
courage and appropriate godly anger? 
Check out the latest titles from Fortress 
Press designed to inform and inspire a 
deeper engagement in your congregation 
and to spark conversation around a va-
riety of stimulating and diverse subjects:

•	 51% Christian: Finding Faith after 
Certainty by Mark Stenberg (com-
ing November 2015).

•	 Making Love with Scripture: Why the 
Bible Doesn’t Mean How You Think It 
Means by Jacob D. Myers (November 
2015).

•	 The Homebrewed Christianity Guide 
to Jesus: Lord, Liar, Lunatic … Or 
Awesome? by Tripp Fuller (Novem-
ber 2015).

•	 Hoping Against Hope: Confessions 
of a Postmodern Pilgrim by John D. 
Caputo (October, 2015). 

•	 Angry Like Jesus: Using His Example 
to Spark Your Moral Courage by Sarah 
Sumner (November 2015).

•	 Twenty Questions That Shaped World 
Christian History by Derek Cooper 
(October 2015).

Learn more and place orders at 
www.fortresspress.com.

Doing our best to protect children and youth 

Connect church and home with Sparkhouse Family

Engage your 
congregation in 
discussions

Is your heart moved by the stories of 
child sex trafficking in the news? Are you 
wondering what you can do about it? Not 
sure where to start?

Cherish All Children is an ELCA 
ministry that equips congregations to 
prevent child sexual exploitation. Its vi-
sion is that every ELCA congregation 
will do its best work so all children are 
cherished, not exploited. 

Its resources and training are avail-
able for congregations to help members 
pray, educate, connect and act on behalf 
of children. Some resources are available 
through your email:
•	 Wednesday Prayer, a weekly reflec-

tion and prayer, is based upon one of 
the lectionary Bible readings. Get sup-
port and encouragement.

•	 E-Quipped for Prevention, a 
bimonthly newsletter filled with 
prevention ideas, stories from con-
gregations, how-tos and links to 
more information.

Go to www.cherishallchildren.org 
and add your name to the Cherish All 
Children mailing list. While on the web-
site, look for other resources you can 
download, including:
•	 “Prayers for Cherishing Children” 

(books I and II), booklets of prayers 
for children for each day of the month.

•	 Mobilize Prayer—End Demand 
campaign offers a sample prayer to 
engage yourself and your congregation 
in prayer to end the demand for the 
trafficking of children.

The “Congregation Manual” is a col-
lection of how-tos and stories from con-
gregations to help you get started or re-
energize your prevention efforts. Contact 
the Cherish All Children office for a copy. 
Additional articles and information about 
preventing child sexual exploitation are 
available on the Cherish All Children web-
site and Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/cherishallchildren). 

A critical part of protecting children 
in congregations and communities is 
training and equipping leaders and vol-
unteers. Cherish All Children can help 
you with training through:
•	 Encouragement Circle, a gathering 

of leaders who help and encourage 
one another to engage their congrega-
tions in prevention. (Meets monthly 
by conference call.) 

•	 Monthly webinars to provide tips and 
information for each area of emphasis: 
pray, educate, connect and act. 

•	 Individual consultation for support, 
ideas and encouragement. 
Visit www.cherishallchildren.org 

for the training schedule and registration 
information. Congregations interested 
in hosting a training will learn to raise 
awareness of trafficking and make a plan 
of action. Contact 612-280-1259 or ac-
cess the Cherish All Children website or 
Facebook page.

Christian education directors 
and church leaders are passionate 
about helping families find ways 
to fit faith into the rhythm of their 
daily lives, but making this a reality 
can be a challenge. Sparkhouse Fam-
ily, the new imprint of Sparkhouse, 
was born out of a desire to spread 
the gospel by creating resources de-
signed to spark new life in Christian 
families as they move through their 
weekly routines outside of Sunday 
worship. 

Sparkhouse Family strives to inspire 
Bible-based learning for kids through cre-
ativity and compelling storytelling. Even 
when families only have a few minutes for 
some quick faith time together, entertain-
ing videos and picture books offer oppor-
tunities to laugh and talk about the silly 
and the serious. Imaginative illustrations, 

clever retellings, and fun coloring and 
drawing activities engage children with 
the stories. Free, downloadable parent 
guides equip parents to have thoughtful 
conversations with their kids about faith 
during dinnertime, bedtime or car-time.

The first four Sparkhouse Family prod-
uct lines spring from some of Sparkhouse’s 

most-loved children’s ministry 
curricula that have now been 
customized for families to use 
at home. Holy Moly uses humor 
and childlike art to engage kids as 
they look, listen and read. Spark is 
designed to make it easy and fun 
for kids and parents to get to know 
the Bible together. Playful charac-
ters in Whirl videos model what 
it’s like for kids to live out their 
faith. Quirky humor in the Con-
nect video series captures preteens’ 

attention as they learn how the Bible relates 
to their lives. 

Each video and book is designed to 
make families laugh, discuss, and grow 
in their understanding of God’s word and 
God’s love. To learn more about Spark-
house Family, visit www.sparkhouse.org.
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We are Lutheran. We are a church that proclaims the good news 
of Jesus Christ and believes that through this gospel we are justified 
by God’s grace through faith. Our roots are in Christ, Scripture, the 
Lutheran Confessions and in our theology that continues to be shaped 
over time. Therefore, we are a church deeply rooted and always being 
made new. Photo: Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton blessing ELCA 
Youth Gathering participants with the sign of the cross in Detroit.
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