[Prayer Ventures for November 2026]

1 All Saints Day  Give thanks for the global Christian community. Praise God for the bond of faith that stirs joy and inspires siblings in Christ to unite in doing God’s work in the world.

2 National Native American Heritage Month  Give thanks for Indigenous neighbors and siblings in Christ, who enrich society with their diverse gifts, traditions, resilience and wisdom. Pray for Indigenous ministries and faith communities, for ELCA Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations, and for the American Indian and Alaska Native Lutheran Association, that their advocacy will guide the work of our church and society in building just relationships with Indigenous peoples.

3 Election Day  On this day of electing leaders for our nation, ask the Spirit to guide our discernment as we choose people who will work for unity, justice, equity, peace and the well-being of all people, especially neighbors and communities in need. 

4 Pray for God to be our enduring refuge who delivers us from our fears, guilt, pessimism and suffering. Ask the Spirit to strengthen our faith and help us face the challenges we encounter within and outside ourselves.

5 Pray that we will focus not on when and how Christ will come again but on how we will live today as his followers, called to share the gospel, praise our Creator, love and serve our neighbor, and stir hope and joy among those who yearn for good news.

6 Remember in prayer members of the ELCA Leadership Circle as they witness God’s work firsthand in Poland, Hungary and Slovakia. Pray for our partners in Central Europe, including the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hungary, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Slovak Republic and the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland. Give thanks for God’s work of justice, compassion, peacemaking and nurturing leaders, which is furthered through generosity and global partnerships.

7 It is far too easy to carry within us anger, grudges and judgment of others who, we believe, have wronged us. Pray that God might forgive us and free us from those feelings and memories that prevent us from loving, caring for and encouraging one another.

8 “The vitality of a church is not measured by how many members it has, but by its commitment and willingness to serve God and neighbor, by its readiness to walk the talk,” says the Rev. Anne Burghardt, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. Pray that the Spirit will renew our vision of who we are and what we are called to do as communities of faith in a world that often prioritizes financial security, membership numbers, physical buildings and resources over faith and serving our neighbors in need.

9 Remember in prayer leaders gathering for the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries conference in Giddings, Texas. Ask God to bless their time together, strengthening their mutual support and equipping and renewing them for ministry with people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds.

10 Ask God to help us go about our daily lives in the church and society, mindful of the call to “let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24).

11 Veterans Day  Honor and give thanks for all who have served our country in times of peace and conflict here and around the world. Pray that their service and sacrifice will never be forgotten or taken for granted.

12 Pray that the members of the ELCA Church Council will embody God’s grace and love as they meet to oversee the churchwide organization; ask the Spirit to inspire and guide their deliberations for the well-being and vitality of the church. 

13 The full-scale invasion of Ukraine is in its fifth year. Pray for an end to the conflict and for lasting peace, that displaced Ukrainians seeking sanctuary in other countries will soon be able to return home and rebuild their lives with a sense of calm and safety.

14 Praise God for the creativity, intellect and enthusiasm of those who use technology to solve humanity’s problems. Pray that we will carefully discern the consequences of technology, especially artificial intelligence and social media, and take steps to ensure the well-being and safety of all people, especially children, youth and marginalized communities.

15 Pray for the Spirit to embolden us to follow the example of Jesus, who was wise, generous, compassionate and willing to take risks to respond to people’s needs. Pray that we might use our individual and collective time, talents and resources to respond to human needs in the United States and around the world.

16 “All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all” (WOV 767). Praise God, creator of the universe, for sustaining life and enabling it to flourish.

17 Give thanks for our church’s embrace of inclusion and equity, demonstrating that we are one humanity, created by God in wondrous diversity, and that we are called to love one another just as Christ loves us. 

18 Praise God for our Sunday school teachers, Bible study leaders and adult education leaders, who nurture faith, affirm our gifts and equip us for lives of service that bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ.

19 Pray for an end to the war with Iran and for an enduring peace reached through diplomacy and building new relationships between leaders rather than force and threat.

20 In these times, when we might feel surrounded by darkness and despair, lift up prayers of joy and thanksgiving for God’s assurance that we have not been abandoned, that we are children of light, loved by Jesus Christ and destined for the kingdom of heaven.

21 Remember our missionaries, our International Women Leaders and those serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission program alongside our companion churches in Cambodia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Papua New Guinea, South Korea and Thailand. Ask God to bless their work in education, gender justice, leadership development, and music and parish ministries.

22 Pray that our words and actions reflect God’s selfless love for humanity as we care for neighbors who endure hunger, homelessness, illness, incarceration, isolation and violence. 

23 Pray for men’s ministries in congregations and outdoor ministries, that they will heal hurts, deepen faith, nurture healthy gender roles and equip men of all ages for service in their families, the church and the world.

24 “Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them out. As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness” (Ezekiel 34:11-12). We have someone who sought us out, rescued us and restored our relationship with God — Jesus Christ. Give thanks and glory to God for the gifts of love, attention and mercy we receive though Jesus our shepherd.

25 Meteorologists are tracking an unusually strong El Niño weather pattern that will have an impact on the world. Pray that we might respond to those affected with immediate and long-term assistance, safe refuge, resources, generous support and prayer. 

26 Thanksgiving Day  “We pray for the big things and forget to give thanks for the ordinary, small (and yet really not small) gifts” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together). Praise God for all we have and for those things that nourish and sustain us daily — physically, spiritually, emotionally and socially. Pray for the Spirit to inspire us to be generous toward the needs of our neighbors, and that our compassion and generosity, in turn, will inspire others. 

27 “Since everything we possess, and everything in heaven and on earth besides, is daily given and sustained by God, it inevitably follows that we are in duty bound to love, praise, and thank him without ceasing, and, in short, to devote all these things to his service” (Martin Luther, the Large Catechism). Give thanks for the people and things that nourish your faith and stir up your hope, joy and gratitude.

28 Remember in prayer the Palestinian people, who yearn for peace, security, respect, the rebuilding of their homes and communities, and the freedom to live and thrive.

29 First Sunday of Advent  Pray for the Spirit to fill us with hope, excitement and anticipation as we prepare this season for the birth of Christ and for life eternal in the kingdom of God.

30 Give thanks for Advent wreaths and other faith traditions and symbols — old and new — that help us celebrate God’s dwelling among us through the birth of Jesus and remind us of God’s awesome gifts of boundless love, forgiveness and true freedom.
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