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FIND
Visit resources.ELCA.org to find nearly all the 
resources you see here and more.

CONNECT 
Engage with the latest news and stories from 
ministries of the ELCA.

Facebook.com/Lutherans

Instagram.com/ELCA

Check social media for ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, ELCA Advocacy and ELCA 
AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrants with Protection, 
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities).

TELL US 
What is your congregation doing with ELCA resources 
this year? We’d love to hear about it! Send your photos 
and stories to stories@ELCA.org.

LEAD 
Do you want to become an advocate for the work of 
ELCA ministries in your congregation? Join a network 
of passionate leaders and receive monthly newsletters, 
exclusive event invitations, direct access to our newest 
resources and more. 

Visit Visit ELCA.org/subscribeELCA.org/subscribe to sign up today. to sign up today.

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 

we are called to share in God’s work in the world. Through ELCA World 

Hunger and all our ministries, our church creatively and courageously 

works toward a world where all know the way of Jesus and discover 

community, justice and love.

Chances are that your congregation is already committed to 

accompanying your neighbors, raising funds and collecting in-kind 

donations. This guide will equip you with the newest and most popular 

ELCA resources to activate your congregation as you continue to serve 

your community. Through God’s work and together as a church, we are 

achieving things on a scale and scope we could never do alone.
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Do-It-Yourself
Winter Holiday
Scene

Download resources for free at  
ELCA.org/WHAdvent  
or scan the QR code.

IDEAS FOR WORSHIPSEASONAL IDEAS

After a year when neighborhoods across the United 
States have lived in fear and increasing economic 
hardship, ELCA World Hunger invites you to spend 
Advent with your neighbors. Strengthen your 
neighborhoods, make new neighbors, see your 
longtime neighbors in new ways, and expand your 
understanding of who neighbors can be. While 
you’re at it, why not sprinkle in some joy?

Inspired by Mary’s Magnificat, ELCA World Hunger’s 
Advent theme is “Filled With Good Things,” an 
invitation for all of us to strengthen our relationships 
with our neighbors by sharing our abundance. 
This year’s Advent resources provide tools for your 
community to celebrate those you are connected 
to, near and far, and to strengthen your bonds. 

The Advent calendar and accompanying 
coloring kit focus you and your household on 
action with and for your neighborhoods. Each 
entry in the calendar is an opportunity to reflect, 
learn or be generous. The coloring kit is an 
opportunity to decorate your hearth and home 
with a vibrant community celebrating the ways 
God has gifted us to one another. 

The devotional provides reflections on 
neighborliness for the four Sundays in Advent, 
which can be read individually or in a group 
study. Each entry guides you through ways to 
strengthen your community. 

Finally, this year’s Advent resources again provide 
guidance for Stocking the Streets bags, a way to 
walk with our unhoused neighbors. Combined 
with the ELCA World Hunger Good Gifts catalog, 
the bags will equip your congregation to 
foster new neighborly relationships locally and 
throughout the global church. 

 

Each day in this interactive Advent calendar includes a learning connection, 
prayer, hymn or Scripture verse for reflection. Many days also include an 

element to decorate and/or cut out to add to the Christmas village scene.  
Visit ELCA.org/WHAdvent to find all materials referenced in the calendar.

Filled With Good Things

When your Christmas village scene is finished,  
please share a photo!  

Email us at Hunger@ELCA.org  
or tag @ELCAWorldHunger  
on Facebook and Instagram.

66
“O Lord, you are our 
Father; we are the 
clay, and you are our 
potter; we are all the 
work of your hand.” 

   Isaiah 64:8

33
CUT OUT 

AND COLOR 
THE  

CARD GIFT

Consider adding an ELCA 
Good Gift to your Christmas 
wish list this year. When chicks 
grow up to become chickens, 
their eggs not only provide an 
ongoing supply of protein-rich 
meals; they can also help start 
a small business that generates 
a steady source of income. 

Rooster and a 
flock of chicks: $25  
ELCA.org/GoodGifts
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“Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing over the plains,  
and the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 

“Angels We Have  
Heard on High”  
(ELW 289)

99
“[John the baptizer] proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me. … I have 
baptized you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Mark 1:7-8

“People, look east. The time is near of the crowning 
of the year. Make your house fair as you are able,  
trim the hearth and set the table. People, look east,  
and sing today — Love, the Guest, is on the way.”

“People, Look East” (ELW 248)

A warm meal can go a long way. 
Help support feeding ministries 
across the country as they serve up 
meals to people in need. 

CUT OUT AND 
COLOR 

THE FOOD 
GIFT

Read week three in the 
Advent study guide and 

learn more about “Stocking 
the Streets.”

 
Read week three in the Advent 
study guide and plan a way to 
connect with your community.

Stir up your power,  
Lord Christ, and come. With 
your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin 
that would obstruct your mercy, that 
willingly we may bear your redeeming 
love to all the world. Amen.

CUT OUT  
AND COLOR  

THE ANGEL  
TREE TOPPER

“The angel said  to them, 
‘Do not be afraid, for see, 
I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.’”  

Luke 2:10-11
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CUT OUT  
AND COLOR 

THE  
MAILBOX

CUT OUT  
AND COLOR  
THE ELCA

GOOD GIFTS 
FAIR STAND

1515

CUT OUT  
AND COLOR  

THE PICNIC TABLE 
AND DOG

44

  
Serve 10 at a 
feeding ministry: $20 
ELCA.org/GoodGifts

CUT OUT AND COLOR 
THE SCHOOL  

SUPPLIES GIFT

  

CUT OUT  
AND COLOR  

THE 
NATIVITY
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“O come, O Dayspring,  
come and cheer; O Sun 
of justice, now draw near. 
Disperse the gloomy 
clouds of night, and death’s 
dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.” 

“O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel”  
(ELW 257)

 
O merciful One, your heart  

is full of compassion.  
From generation to generation, 

you shower us with love and 
grace. Send us forth renewed  

and open to receive and  
share your abundant love  

with all. Amen.

The 2026 Advent study guide 
shares ways to connect with  
your neighbors next door  
and around the world. Visit  
ELCA.org/WHAdvent to  
find the guide. Read week two  
and learn how to work toward 
justice for our neighbors  
through advocacy.

ELCA.org/WHAdvent

Goats can survive in 
some of the world’s 

most challenging terrain  
and unreliable climates. 

Fresh milk from a goat 
provides daily nutrition for 
children and their families. Goats 
also reproduce quickly, giving 
families the chance to share the 
gift with others. 

Goat: $50 
ELCA.org/GoodGifts

Start your  
“Stocking the  

Streets” bag! Over  
the coming days,  

collect items that will  
show care for your  

unhoused neighbors this  
Christmas season.  

“Toda la tierra espera al 
Salvador y el surco abierto,  
la obra del Señor; es el  
mundo que lucha por la 
libertad, reclama justicia  
y busca la verdad.”

“Toda la Tierra”/ 
“All Earth Is Hopeful”  
(ELW 266)

One dairy cow can produce a few gallons 
of calcium-packed milk each day.  
A family can receive the nutrition they 
need and also start a small business, 
selling extra milk, cheese and more.

Share of a cow: $50  
ELCA.org/GoodGifts

O God of justice  
and love, you illumine 

our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us  

the light we need and awaken 
us to the needs of others 

through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

“Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother 
and child. Holy Infant,  
so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace.” 

“Silent Night,  
Holy Night!”  
(ELW 281) 

 
Prayerfully consider making a gift to 

ELCA World Hunger today.  
Give online at  

ELCA.org/hunger/donate  
or mail a check, payable to “ELCA World 

Hunger,” to: ELCA, P.O. Box 1809,  
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. 

“Joy to the world,  
the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare  
him room and heaven  
and nature sing.” 

“Joy to the World”  
(ELW 267)
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CUT OUT  
AND COLOR   

THE 
ORNAMENT 

GIFT
Visit ELCA.org/ 

WHAdvent to 
learn more.

CUT OUT AND COLOR 
THE ADVENT 

WREATH  
and place it on top of 

the picnic table

101088

“Mary said, ‘My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior. … [The Lord] 
has filled the hungry with 
good things and sent the 
rich away empty.’”

  Luke 1:46-53
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“As the earth brings forth its shoots 
and as a garden causes what is sown 
in it to spring up, so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations.” 

Isaiah 61:11

Your gift of a computer for a  
community center can help  
students do their schoolwork  
and learn tech skills. 

Computer for a  
community center: $800 
ELCA.org/GoodGifts

2020
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CUT & DECORATE  
THE TREE 

however you  
would like

11

DECORATE THE  
VILLAGE BACKGROUND

77
CUT OUT  

AND COLOR  
THE CAROLERS
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ELCA Good Gifts fair Stand

2
tree B A INSTRUCTIONS

Tree A:
Cut along 
the center 
line from 
the top to 
the middle.

Tree B:
Cut along 
the center 
line from 
the bottom 
to the 
middle.

ASSEMBLE:
Slide Tree B down 
through the top opening 
of Tree A until the slots 
meet at the center.

STAND:
Center the pieces to form a 
cross, then place your 
finished tree upright.

2

1

17
nativity

10
picnic
table

10
dog

23
  Advent wreath

5
card gift 11

food gift

7
 carolers

14
 mailbox

24
 angel tree 

topper

cut

19
 school 

supplies gift

8
 ornament
gift

Advent resources calendar

coloring  
kit

devotional 
Stocking

the Streets

Filled With Good Things
Advent Devotional

 

All resources referenced  
can be found at  
ELCA.org/WHLent

“When peace like a river 
attendeth my way, when 
sorrows like sea billows roll, 
whatever my lot, thou hast 
taught me to say, it is well, 
it is well with my soul” 
(“When Peace Like a River,”  
ELW 785).

Prayers have been adapted from Sundays and Seasons (Augsburg Fortress, 2026).

Lack of access to 
safe water is one 
of the biggest 
challenges to 

overcoming poverty. With the gift 
of a share of a safe-water project 
($250), you can give a community 
the power to create change. A 
simple water well, spring box or 
other water point can provide as 
many as 500 families with access 
to clean, safe water. Visit goodgifts.
elca.org for this gift and many more.

This World Water Day, set aside time 
to pray for neighbors, near and far, who 
face water scarcity and water injustice, 
and give thanks for local leaders whose 
tireless efforts inspire hope.

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he gave us a new 
commandment: to love one another as he loves us. Holy 
God, source of all love, write this commandment in our 
hearts and give us the will to serve others just as he did. 
In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Christ is risen! 
Alleluia!   

Read, reflect on and rejoice in 
Mark 16:1-8.
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Study “Beauty for Ashes,” 
week 4, principle 5: “We 
minister with — not to or 
for — one another.”  
ELCA.org/WHLent 

Your generosity helps to fill the 
gaps of need left by government 
programs and other big 
organizations. A few years ago, 
members of Gathered by Grace 
ministry in Montgomery, Ala., 
learned from their local partners 
that college students in their 
community are at an especially 
high risk of food insecurity. So 
Gathered by Grace partnered 
with Trenholm State Community 
College to help lessen that 
burden. It received an ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread Grant – supported 
by donors such as you – and this helped it to stock Trenholm’s food pantry, 
where the number of visits has more than doubled in the past year. 

God of the unheard and 
vulnerable, you have 
expressed your compassion 
and love for those who are 
often ignored, pushed aside 
or mistreated. Inspire us to 
welcome and advocate for 
everyone you cherish. 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.

“Praise the One who breaks the 
darkness with a liberating light; praise 
the One who frees the prisoners, 
turning blindness into sight. Praise 
the One who preached the gospel, 
healing every dread disease, calming 
storms and feeding thousands 
with the very bread of peace” 
(“Praise the One Who Breaks 
the Darkness,” ELW 843).
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God of grace, when Jesus 
invited all who thirst to come 
and drink, he promised to 
provide your living water. Fill us 
to overflowing with that same 
living water, that it might spill 
out of us and into the world. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.
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Study “Beauty for Ashes,” 
week 5, principle 6: “A 
church is the people, not 
the building.”  
ELCA.org/WHLent

Gather all you’ve collected throughout your Lenten journey 
and add up your total gift to ELCA World Hunger. Make your 
donations online at ELCA.org/WHLent or bring your gifts 
to your congregation. Thank you for working creatively and 
courageously toward a just world where all are fed.

“Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever 
found; brought here together by Christ’s love, by 
love we thus are bound”  
(“Where Charity and Love Prevail,” ELW 359).

Farmers in Iraq are 
experiencing the 
long-term effects of 
war, infrastructure 
damage and water 
scarcity, driven by their 
changing climate. You 

are helping them find new, sustainable 
ways to water their crops and feed 
their families. Farmer Wansa received a 
sprinkler irrigation system and training 
in how to use it. “The new irrigation 
technique led me to reduce costs in 
farming,” she says, “and my income 
doubled and made me financially stable.”

“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for 
I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more”  
(Jeremiah 31:33-34).

“Vamos todos al banquete, a la mesa de la creación; cada cual con 
su taburete tiene un puesto y una misión. Dios invita a todos los 
pobres a esta mesa común por la fe, donde no hay acaparadores y 
a nadie le falta el conqué.” / “Let us go now to the banquet, to the 
feast of the universe. The table’s set and a place is waiting; come, 
everyone, with your gifts to share. God invites all the poor and 
hungry to the banquet of justice and good where the harvest will 
not be hoarded so that no one will lack for food” 
 (“Vamos Todos al Banquete” / “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet,” 
ELW 523).

21 World
Water
Day

2027

“By grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift 
of God — not the result of 
works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are what he has 
made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so 
that we may walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:8-10).

17 18

“Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. Do not cast 
me away from your presence, 
and do not take your holy 
spirit from me. Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit” 
(Psalm 51:10-12).

Your gifts matter —  
in the United States, 
Indonesia, Zimbabwe 
and other countries 
all around the world. 
Learn more at  
ELCA.org/Hunger. 
Thank you!

28

All resources referenced  
can be found at  

ELCA.org/WHLent
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Gracious God, out of your 
love and mercy, you breathed 
into dust the breath of life, 
creating us to serve you and 
our neighbors. Call forth our 
prayers and acts of kindness 
and strengthen us to face our 
mortality with confidence in the 
mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Holy Wisdom, you give to all your 
people the way of righteousness, 
lighting for us the path of peace. 
Open our hearts to see our neighbors 
through your eyes, with the vision to 
do what you would have us do. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

“The heavens are telling the glory of 
God, and the firmament proclaims 
his handiwork. Day to day pours 
forth speech, and night to night 
declares knowledge. There is no 
speech, nor are there words; their 
voice is not heard; yet their voice 
goes out through all the earth and 
their words to the end of the world” 
(Psalm 19:1-4).

Across the ages, blessed 
Lord, your voice echoes: 
“Do not be afraid.” Grant us 
the courage of Christ Jesus 
that with quiet confidence 
we may be who we are, 
blessed and beloved, 
sharing your mercy and 
living your justice. 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.

Around the world, up to 
783 million people are 
hungry, and each of them 
has a story to tell. You 
can make a significant 
impact on someone’s life 
with a gift of $2 a day. 
Throughout the season, 
consider setting aside 
that amount to donate to 
ELCA World Hunger.

“En este mundo por doquier habrá 
gente que llora y sin consular. Sea 
que ayudemos o que alimentemos, 
somos del Señor.”
“Across this wide world, we shall 
always find those who are crying 
with no peace of mind; and when we 
help them, or when we feed them, we 
belong to God” 
(“Pues Si Vivimos”/  
“When We Are Living,” ELW 639).

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
teach me your paths. Lead me in your 
truth and teach me, for you are the God 
of my salvation; for you I wait all day 
long. Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, 
and of your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old” (Psalm 25:4-6).

“Is not this the fast 
that I choose: to 
loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the 
straps of the yoke, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when 
you see the naked, to cover them 
and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin? Then your light shall break 
forth like the dawn, and your healing 
shall spring up quickly. … Then you 
shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
‘Here I am’” (Isaiah 58:6-9).

A cow can produce a few gallons 
of milk every day. With the gift of 
a cow ($500), a family can start a 
small business, selling extra milk, 
cheese, yogurt, butter and more. 
With food, funds and fertilizer, 
the gift of a cow has got it all. 

Mr. G. Mahwira, who teaches 
biology at a secondary school 
operated by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe, 
knows that hands-on learning is 

the best way for kids to understand science. But 
Mr. Mahwira’s school is located in a rural area 
where it is hard to access up-to-date educational 
resources. Your support for ELCA World Hunger 
helped provide the tools his students need to do 
their best learning, such as chemical compounds 
for conducting experiments and calipers for taking 
precise measurements. A higher percentage of Mr. 
Mahwira’s students are passing their final exams, 
and he knows that the lessons they are learning will 
stick with them long after they leave school. Read 
the full story at ELCA.org/WHLent. 

Journey 
through Lent 
alongside our 
neighbors 
experiencing 
poverty, 

homelessness and injustice 
with the ELCA Homeless 
and Justice Network’s 
Lenten devotional, “Beauty 
for Ashes.” Each week’s 
entry follows one of the 
principles of the Homeless and Justice Network. 
Download the full guide at ELCA.org/WHLent and 
read week 1, principle 2: “Jesus stood on the margins 
so that all could be included, and so do we.”

Study “Beauty for 
Ashes,” week 2, 
principle 3: “God 
loves all people, 
no matter what.” 
ELCA.org/WHLent

Study “Beauty for Ashes,” 
week 3, principle 4: 
“Unconditional respect 
for the dignity and value 
of all people.”   
ELCA.org/WHLent

“[Jesus said,] ‘Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal, 
but store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also’” 
(Matthew 6:19-21).

“Lord, whose love in 
humble service bore the 
weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, 
forsaken, worked your 
mercy’s perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship not 
of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to 
your purpose every gift which you impart” 
(“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service,” ELW 712). 

Today would be a good 
day to set a goal for your 
Lenten giving to ELCA 
World Hunger. Write it 
down and refer back to it 
throughout the season.

Jenna and Georgia were in their second 
year of confirmation studies at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Fairmont, Minn., 
when a speaker came to talk to their class 
about hunger. The speaker shared alarming 
global and local statistics – and she gave 

Jenna and Georgia an idea about a new way to work against 
hunger: a community garden. Your gifts have helped 
provide Grace with a World Hunger grant that will allow 
the congregation to buy seeds and tools. The garden will 
help the church “feel closely linked to our community,” 
Georgia says, “ensuring that no family worries about 
where its next meal comes from.”  
Read the full story at ELCA.org/WHLent.

Holy God, through your 
Son, you have called us 
to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant 
of grace and teach us the 
wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ. 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.

“O Lord my God, when I in awesome 
wonder consider all the works thy 
hand hath made, I see the stars, I 
hear the mighty thunder, thy power 
throughout the universe displayed; 
then sings my soul, my Savior God, 
to thee, how great thou art!”  
(“How Great Thou Art,” ELW 856).

A woman might have the 
dream and skills to start 
her own small business, 
but with little savings or access to credit, 
getting started can be a challenge. A gift 
of $125 can fund a microloan, which can 
be just what a woman needs to start her 
business, create a steady source of income 
and help her family overcome poverty.

 

5 Rom Chan Oun lives in Cambodia. 
A few years ago, she says, “I was just 
a housewife, and not many knew 
me.” Then she joined an agricultural 
cooperative supported by your gifts 
to ELCA World Hunger. The co-op 

works to increase income for women by selling pure 
drinking water. Chan Oun drives the co-op’s tuktuk, 
which helps her gather and distribute the water in local 
markets. Chan Oun is building a stronger future for 
her family, and she is inspiring others. Now, she says, 
“people say to me: ‘Oh, you are such a strong woman.’ I 
feel proud.” Read the full story at ELCA.org/WHLent.

“Come! Open 
your heart! Show 
your mercy to 
all those in fear! 
We are called to 

be hope for the hopeless so hatred 
and blindness will be no more. We 
are called to act with justice, we 
are called to love tenderly; we are 
called to serve one another, to walk 
humbly with God” 

(“We Are Called,” ELW 720).

 
 

Download it at ELCA.org/WHLent.

New
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On average, people in the United States spend more than $900 a 
year on Christmas gifts. Yet when we think about the best gifts 
we have given or received, often what makes them memorable is 
not the gift itself but the story behind it.

ELCA Good Gifts enable you to purchase a gift in honor of a 
loved one and support real projects from a variety of ELCA 
ministries — including ELCA World Hunger. 

Rethink gift-giving with ELCA Good Gifts

Catalog

ELCA

Abundant community
Your congregation can raise funds for an 
entire community. This bundle includes 
chickens, a goat, bees, fruit trees, seeds, 
agricultural tools and training, and more. 

Visit ELCA.org/GoodGifts  
to learn more.

Goat

 $50

Abundant community    $1,020

Care for kids

ELCA Good Gifts are a fun, interactive way to support ELCA World Hunger and 
other ministries. Spread the word in your congregation and invite people to join 
you in this joyful way to give! With more than 70 options, your members are sure 
to find gifts that inspire them to help people in need.

Care for kids  
gift bundles

page 16

elca.org/goodgifts

Give animals
page 4

Give clean water
page 11

Help in times of crisis
page 19

Grow the church
page 23

new
GIFTS
inside!

Sean Hawkey

Popular ELCA Good Gift!

 Rooster and a 
flock of chicks

 $25

Healthy beginnings  $1,825Sponsor a classroom  $3,050

new 
gift!

new 
gift!

new 
gift!

Paul Jeffrey/Life on Earth

Sean Hawkey/Life on Earth

Paul Jeffrey/Life on Earth

Paul Jeffrey/Life on Earth
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Check out the new ELCA Good Gifts occasion cards that give 
donors an opportunity to turn birthdays, baptisms, confirmations 
and moments of caring or gratitude into something more than 
words on paper. Each card represents a meaningful gift given in 
someone’s honor, and you can choose from several gift-amount 
options that all benefit ELCA Where Needed Most. 

When you give an ELCA Good Gift in honor of a friend or loved one, 
you can send a card to tell them about it. 

Visit ELCA.org/GoodGifts to give online and to personalize free, printed cards 
to be mailed to yourself or directly to your loved ones. You may also download 
a card to print at home or have cards delivered to recipients by email. 

Fundraising posters
Order a poster to raise awareness of your 
congregation’s ELCA Good Gifts fundraising 
events. Fill in the space at the bottom of the 
poster with information about your fundraiser 
or how to find a Good Gifts catalog.

Prepare for Christmas
Decorate your congregation’s Christmas tree with ornaments that 
represent donations to ELCA Good Gifts. Invite friends and family to 
take home an ornament as a reminder of the gift they’d like to give. 
Keep the tree full of ornaments to encourage participation and to 
celebrate the work the whole church is doing. 

When you give an ELCA Good Gift in honor of a friend or loved one, 
send a card to tell them about it. Visit ELCA.org/GoodGifts to give 
online and to personalize free, printed cards to be mailed to yourself 
or directly to your loved ones. You may also download a card to print 
at home or have cards delivered to recipients by email.

Visit store.ELCA.org  
to order  
Christmas cards  
and assorted 
ornaments.

ELCA Good Gifts cards for every occasion
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IDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONSIDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

Pack food for kids
With this guide, your congregation can start a 
“Backpack Buddies” program to pack bags of 
food for children in your community who need 
nutritious meals. It includes instructions on 
working with local schools, gathering volunteers 
and resources, and delivering the backpacks to 
families.

Start planning a 
community garden
What makes a garden a community garden? 
How can growing food for ourselves and our 
neighbors transform our congregations? 
Learn all this and more from ELCA World 
Hunger’s “Community Gardens How-To 
Guide.” Its wisdom was harvested from ELCA 
congregations whose community gardens 
have become vital parts of their ministry. 
The guide offers practical tips on logistics, 
crafting a vision and incorporating your 
garden into the life of your congregation.

Order our free how-to guide  
at store.ELCA.org.

Download the guide for free at  
ELCA.org/hunger/resources under the  
“Hunger Education” subcategory.

Download the guide for free at  
ELCA.org/hunger/resources under 
the “Hunger Education”  
subcategory.

Start or grow a 
feeding ministry
Passionate about addressing hunger 
in your community and eager to start a 
feeding ministry? This guide offers tips 
and strategies for planning, sourcing 
food, engaging volunteers and much 
more. Part of an existing feeding 
ministry? The guide provides ideas for 
growing, expanding or reimagining the 
work you’re already doing.

Cetera Jacobs/The Dwelling
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IDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONSIDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

What is a  
hunger leader? 
Learn more about being a hunger leader in your 
community with this online course. From it, you 
will gain a deeper understanding of the role 
hunger leaders play in ELCA World Hunger’s 
mission to end hunger at its root causes and will 
see yourself in this call to support, network and 
organize around antipoverty ministry.

   Sign up for free!

Hunger tool kits
The “Climate and Hunger” and “Health and 
Hunger” tool kits feature a variety of activities 
to teach your group about how these two 
topics impact hunger. The tool kits include 
necessary materials for activities and 
discussions, as well as additional resources.

Hang a poster
Hang a poster that tells the story of someone 
affected by your congregation’s generous gifts 
to ELCA World Hunger, Global Mission, Lutheran 
Disaster Response or another ELCA ministry. 
Display these on a bulletin board or in a prominent 
spot to show your support for our neighbors.

Order free posters at store.ELCA.org.

Download these tool kits and others at 
ELCA.org/hunger/resources under the  
“Toolkits” subcategory.
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IDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONSIDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

Practice land 
acknowledgements
Commit to acknowledging that the land 
on which we live, work and worship is 
Native land, and to showing gratitude for 
our Indigenous neighbors who have cared 
and continue to care for it. The ELCA’s 
Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations 
unit offers a guide with language for land 
acknowledgments in bulletins, church 
signage, worship and online events. 

Engage in  
social issues
A study guide entitled 
“Understanding Faith 
and Civic Life” has been 
developed by Lutheran 
Advocacy Ministry in 
Pennsylvania (LAMPa) 
in collaboration with 
the Theological Ethics 
unit in the ELCA’s Office 
of the Presiding Bishop.

This study guide 
provides a starting 
point for conversation about the new ELCA 
social statement Faith and Civic Life: Seeking 
the Well-being of All (2025).

This six-week curriculum guides congregations 
and faith communities through important 
parts of the social statement, which include: 
its theological grounding, God’s call to civic 
participation, the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, the relationship between church 
and state, and select contemporary issues. 
Both the statement and the study equip this 
church to engage in an active civic life for the 
sake of the well-being of all.

As the ELCA, we are called in the 2019 
social statement Faith, Sexism, and 
Justice: A Call to Action to dismantle 
patriarchy and uplift people of all genders. 
In “Forgive Us and Transform Us for the 
Life of the World,” learn more about faith-
based gender justice through stories, 
essays and art created by ELCA members. 

   Visit ELCA.org/Indigenous to learn more 
about the Truth and Healing Movement 
and find other resources.

Download or order for free 
at store.ELCA.org.

Download the guide for free at 
resources.ELCA.org under the  
“Faith and Society” category.

Commit 
to gender 
justice
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IDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONSIDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

God’s work.  
Our hands.
“God’s work. Our hands.” is an annual day of service to 
celebrate who we are as the ELCA — one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. “God’s work. Our hands.” 
takes place in September, but the service projects can be 
performed year-round.

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of 
our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all life in Jesus 
Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in every 
corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. 

As you plan your day of service, think about the needs of your 
community as well as the capacity of your congregation. You 
might also consider partnering with other congregations or 
social service organizations in the area.

Consider service projects  
focused on hunger:

Volunteer at a local 
food pantry.

Host a community  
food drive.

Pack meals for  
low-income families.

Participate in 
craftivism.

Download the guide for free at 
resources.ELCA.org under the  
“Faith and Society” category.

   
Visit ELCA.org/GWOH to find a tool kit,  
workshop resources and promotional materials.

4

4

4

4
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IDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

Prepare your  
congregation for disaster
Lutheran Disaster Response is dedicated to making disaster 
education accessible by developing a series of courses that 
cover a range of subjects, such as the disaster cycle, disaster 
case management and psychological first aid. These free, self-
paced courses, some of which are available in Spanish, teach 
participants about responding to a disaster before one impacts 
their community. The platform also includes a guide for From 
Crisis to Community, an immersion experience that simulates 
disaster recovery, as well as other resources on disaster response. 

Experience a  
migrant’s journey
The AMMPARO Migrant Journey is an 
interactive experience designed to educate 
participants about the factors that drive 
people to flee their homes and seek refuge 
in the Americas. As people go through the 
journey, they learn why families are fleeing from 
their homes and the obstacles they face in 
finding protection in other countries, including 
the United States. The Migrant Journey is an 
experience that congregations can use to learn 
more about the perilous journey that children 
and families make every day.

Become a welcoming congregation
The ELCA is a sanctuary denomination, publicly 

declaring our commitment to walk alongside 
migrants. As a welcoming congregation, members 

can accompany migrant minors in immigration court, 
provide financial support for migrants or advocate for 

migrant rights on the local, state and national levels. 

   Learn more and download resources about 
welcoming migrants into your community at 
ELCA.org/AMMPARO/resources under the 
“Sanctuary” subcategory.

Download the  
guide for free at 
ELCA.org/
disaster/
resources  
under the 
“General” 
subcategory.

Sign up for free

Just in Time  
Training:
Responding to 
Disasters

Download the Migrant Journey 
guide for free at ELCA.org/

AMMPARO/resources under  
the “Synods and Congregations” 

subcategory.

Before a disaster strikes, ensure that 
your congregation is ready for it. Through 
this guide, learn about how disasters 
will affect your church, what assets 
your congregation has to support 
the community and how to react in 
the immediate aftermath. The guide 
includes worksheets to help develop your 
disaster preparedness plan.
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IDEAS FOR WORSHIPIDEAS FOR CONGREGATIONS

 

Support  
disaster survivors
When disaster hits, your gifts to Lutheran Disaster 
Response allow us to accompany impacted 
communities in both the short term and the long 
term. Download bulletin inserts and PowerPoint slides 
to raise awareness in your congregation and provide 
opportunities to give to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
You can also download worship resources to lead 
prayer in times of uncertainty. 

Download free worship resources at 
ELCA.org/disaster/resources under the  
“Worship Resources” subcategory.

World Food Day   
Friday, Oct. 16, 2026 
Join ELCA World Hunger 
and people around the 
world in raising awareness 
and taking action toward 
food security for all. 

World Water Day  
Monday, March 22, 2027 
Learn, donate, advocate and 
pray to ensure access to clean 
water for all.

World Health Day  
Wednesday, April 7, 2027 
Hunger and health are 
interconnected, each 
affecting the other. Use ELCA 
World Hunger’s “Health and 
Hunger” tool kit to learn about 
their intersection.

World Refugee Day   
Sunday, June 20, 2027 
Learn how displacement 
intensifies hunger, and 
take action by donating to 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
and speaking out for justice.

International  
Day of Peace   
Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2027 
Pray for peace, advocate 
for change and learn 
about conflict around the 
world and its impact on 
hunger.

Special dates  
to consider

Show your congregation’s commitment to ending hunger 
and poverty by dedicating an End Hunger Sunday once 
a month, once a quarter or every month with a fifth 
Sunday. During worship on these Sundays, offer prayers 
for those in need, collect a special offering with ELCA 
World Hunger envelopes and share stories of your gifts 
at work by showing ELCA World Hunger videos or using 
ELCA World Hunger stories in your bulletins.

SUNDAYS
END HUNGEREND HUNGER
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EDUCATE, ENGAGE, INSPIRE EDUCATE, ENGAGE, INSPIRE

Visit the ELCA’s Vimeo and YouTube channels 
to find videos you can share with your 
congregation during worship, temple talks, 
youth lessons and Bible studies. 

Check out the ELCA’s videos at 
YouTube.com/ELCA  or Vimeo.com/ELCA.

What Does My Offering Do?

Intersections:  
Justice Ministry With ELCA Partners

Join us! | ELCA Sumud 
Working in Relationship

Heart of the Community: 
Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission (NELM)

What Is an AMMPARO 
Welcoming Congregation?

EDUCATE, 
ENGAGE,  
INSPIRE
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EDUCATE, ENGAGE, INSPIRE

ADVOCACY
Download these free resources and others 
at ELCA.org/advocacy/resources.

At the ELCA Action Center, you will find information on issues being debated 
by federal elected officials, along with reflections from ELCA social teaching 
and stories from ELCA congregations and ministries that inform ELCA 
priorities. Take your experiences and reflections to the next step through this 
tool, which will send your message directly to your elected officials. 

   Sign up for  
Action Alerts at  
ELCA.org/advocacy/ 
signup.

Striving for Justice and Peace

Developed by young adults for young adults, this guide is an 
accessible way to dig deeper into advocacy. Its five sections can 
be used by individuals or groups that are ready to raise their voices 
and call for justice. With skits, activities and personal stories from 
advocates, decide what actions your group will take to make your 
voices heard.

“Advocacy 101 for Young Adults”

Get started  
with 
advocacy
Eager to get involved 
in advocacy but unsure 
where to start? In the 
“ELCA  Advocacy Starter 
Kit,” find sessions 
including “What Is Faith-
based Advocacy?” and 
“How Do I Approach Policymakers?”  
Each session includes a video posted at 
YouTube.com/@ELCAadvocacy and an 
accompanying study guide to introduce 
advocacy and start conversations about what 
it means in your congregation’s context.  

Participate  
in craftivism
Craftivism is a form of activism that 
employs traditional crafts as mediums 
for social and political change. It can 
help hands and hearts advance peace 
and justice through creative expression. 
With your congregation, create art that is 
representative of your values. Find project 
planning tips in this resource.
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IDEAS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTHIDEAS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH

God’s Global Barnyard
An animal can make a world of difference for a family in 
need. It provides food to eat, fertilizer to grow crops, and milk, 
honey or eggs to sell at the market. Use the following ideas 
and resources about animals to educate people about God’s 
global barnyard and to raise money through ELCA Good 
Gifts. From coloring pages to coin boxes, children will get 
the opportunity to learn more about the significance of 
livestock and to collect change to purchase ELCA Good 
Gifts on their own or with the congregation.

 
COLORING BOOKCOLORING BOOK

GOD
’S GLOBAL BARNYARDGOD
’S GLOBAL BARNYARDGOD
’S GLOBAL BARNYARDGOD
’S GLOBAL BARNYARD

COLORING BOOKCOLORING BOOK

Order free coin boxes,  
coloring books and  
sticker sheets at  
store.ELCA.org.

ELCA.org/goodgifts

COMING SOON! 

“Pass the Salt!” 
This coming January, ELCA World Hunger invites your 
congregation to make stronger neighborhoods with our 
“Pass the Salt!” Vacation Bible School curriculum. This 
program encourages you to celebrate the gifts God gave to 
you and to your neighbors just down the street. “Pass the 
Salt!” is also written to be used in formats other than VBS — 
try it as a Sunday school curriculum or an intergenerational 
seasonal program.

Vacation Bible School programs

“At the Table”
V A C A T I O N  B I B L E  S C H O O L

“En la Mesa” 
E S C U E L A  B Í B L I C A  V A C A C I O N A L

ENGLISH ESPAÑOL

ELCA-25204-VBS Overview.indd   1ELCA-25204-VBS Overview.indd   1 11/5/25   11:51 AM11/5/25   11:51 AM

Curricula for other VBS programs, such as the 
bilingual “At the Table,” are also available!

   Download supplemental materials and order or  
download the leader guide at ELCA.org/hunger/resources 
under the “VBS” subcategory.
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Global Farm Challenge

Try out Global Farm 
Challenge To-Go, a card 
game from ELCA World 
Hunger. The game helps 

youth and adults to 
experience the challenges 

faced by smallholder 
farmers in bringing their 

crops to market. Take 
the game on the road or 

play it at home in your 
congregation.

The “Do-it-Yourself Field Experience” guide is 
intended to help you set up your own Global Farm 
Challenge interactive track, an opportunity for youth 
and adults to experience the challenges smallholder 
farmers face bringing their crops to market as they 
aim to produce enough profit for food and savings.

Do-it-Yourself Track Experience

ELCA.org/globalfarmchallenge

Do-it-Yourself Field Experience

“ELCA World Hunger Global Farm Challenge 
Youth Action Guide,” created specifically for 
youth, contains resources to activate and 
inspire youth in your congregation so they can 
join together in raising awareness and support  
for ELCA World Hunger.

IDEAS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH

Interactive 
Journey

 

Generation Zero-Hunger
With your youth group or congregation, experience the challenges faced 
by a family in Nepal as they seek a sustainable livelihood. An interactive 
roleplaying guide offers a cast of characters, materials you should 
expect to use and setup instructions for the experience. Though this was 
modeled on the activity at the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering, we encourage 
you to be creative and adapt it for your own purposes.
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Act 2Day 4 Tomorrow
Looking for an overnight program for youth or fun learning activities 
for people of all ages? Spend your next Sunday school series learning 
about the root causes of hunger around the world. This interactive 
overnight program brings youth together to understand the role they 
can play in eradicating hunger and poverty. As the group take part in 
the spiritual practice of fasting during the event, they will explore ques-
tions of faith, hunger, hope and justice together.

Order or download these youth resources for free at ELCA.org/hunger/resources  
under the “Hunger Education” subcategory.



New seasonal resources!

in America

Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Save the date!
“Imagine More,” the next ELCA Youth Gathering, 
will be held in Minneapolis, June 28–July 2, 2027. At 
the Gathering, teens will have the opportunity to 
engage with other youth from around the country, 
connect with their faith and learn about ministries 
such as ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster 
Response, Sumud and AMMPARO. See you there!

June 28–July 2, 2027

ELCADV1519

Inspired by Mary’s Magnificat, ELCA 
World Hunger’s Advent theme 
is “Filled With Good Things,” an 
invitation for all of us to strengthen 
our relationships with our neighbors 
by sharing our abundance. This 
year’s Advent resources provide 
tools for your community to 
celebrate those you are connected 
to, near and far, and to strengthen 
your bonds.

See page 3  
for more  
resources.

Filled With 
Good Things



